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COMMISSION CONFERENCE  2:08 P.M.           JULY 10, 2001 
 
 
Present: Mayor Naugle 
  Commissioners Hutchinson, Katz, Moore, and Smith 
 
Also Present: City Manager, City Attorney, City Clerk, and Police Sergeant 
 
 
I-A – Sanitation Rate Study – Weekly Palm Frond Pickup Service 
 
A discussion was scheduled on the weekly palm frond pickup service in the Las Olas Isles 
neighborhood.  Mr. Greg Kisela, Assistant City Manager, stated that staff recommended 
reverting to the original intent of the program and collect palm fronds only in the subject area.  
Commissioner Smith believed there had been consensus to continue to provide the services.  
Commissioner Moore disagreed.  Commissioner Hutchinson said that for $7.50 a month, there 
were neighborhoods in her district that would like this extra service.  Commissioner Moore felt 
that if these services were going to be provided, the trash transfer station should be open to 
people for free, etc.  He did not feel this was the way to run a government. 
 
Mayor Naugle inquired as to the expense involved just in collecting the palm fronds from the 
public right-of-way.  Mr. Kisela stated that the soft and hard costs amounted to about $100,000 
per year, with hard costs alone at about $50,000 to $55,000 per year to run the truck.  Mayor 
Naugle was interested in only the cost of collecting the palm fronds from City property.  Mr. Ed 
Udvardy, Public Services Department, advised that the Parks & Recreation Department 
currently handled the palm frond routes on Las Olas Boulevard. 
 
Commissioner Katz agreed with Commissioner Hutchinson.  She thought the City should only 
collect the fronds from the medians, and private property owners should cut up their fronds and 
place them in the usual collection containers.  Commissioner Hutchinson said she’d had a very 
colorful district meeting last night in this regard.  She noted that a lot of people who did not pay 
high taxes were insulted because people in this more exclusive area felt they deserved this 
extra service for free.  If the City was going to provide this service for a fee, Commissioner 
Hutchinson said there were a lot of neighborhoods that would like this same service. 
 
Commissioner Moore noted that the Commission had agreed to start charging people to use the 
trash transfer station because of concerns about revenue.  He pointed out that the people who 
used the station were those with the lowest incomes, but they had to pay for the service.  
Commissioner Moore did not feel this was the right way to run a government. 
 
Commissioner Smith recalled that when this subject last came up, the Las Olas neighborhoods 
were going to be made aware of when it would be considered again.  He asked if that had been 
done.  He wanted to give residents of the area an opportunity to express their feelings and 
preferred to defer this discussion to July 17, 2001 to allow for that input. 
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